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1 . (original) Device for flexible inter-vertebral linking (1) characterized in that it is 
comprised of two sets of means 

a first set of means (11) comprised of rigid means (110, 112, 114, 115, 116) made 
from preferably metallic and bio-corapatible materials ensuring the mechanic 
performance of de device by integrally transmitting the stresses without being 
distorted 

a second set of means (12) made up of flexible or damping means (121 and 122) 
manufactured out of visco-elastic bio-compatibte materials, tolerating repetitive 
elastic distortions, the combination of these two sets of means enabling the 
resistance to mechaiiic stresses to which it will be subject to, and also enabling to 
damp them, in order to bring a remedy to all deficiency of the human-body 
anatomical links. 

2. (original) Device for flexible inter-vertebral linking (1) according to claim 1 
characterized by the fact that the means (110) is a mechanic structure consisting of 
a rod (111) one of the ends of whom is surmounted by ai circular plate (113b) 
related to a rod (111) with a joining radius , the set being slidable in the hollow of 
the nieans:(114) enclosing the visco-elastic element (121) 

3. (original) Device for flexible ihter-vertebral linking (1) accordiiig to claim 1 
characterized in that the mechanical structure (112, 115) is a cap equipped with a 
thread (117) enabling to fasten the said structure (112, 115) on the structure (114), 
the means (112, 115) having a shoulder area which encloses the visco-elastic 
means (121) between itself and a plate (1 13b). 
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4. (original) Device for flexible inter-vertebral linking (1) according to claim J 
characterized in that the means (114) consists of two hollow cylinders out of 
Which one is tapped; in order to enable the fastening of a rod (116) with a threaded 
tip. 

5. (original) Device for flexible intervertebral linking (1) according 16 claim 1 
characterized in that the yiscp-elastic means are: 

for (121) a centering ring permitting that the rod (1 1 1) should glide in the former' 
s center 

for (122) a full disk, these means being conceived in order to undergo a large 
number of stresses by elastic distortion following compression stresses which are 
not uniformly distributed. 

6. (currently amended) Device for flexible intervertebral liinkiiig (1) according to 
one of claimis 1 mS characterized in the ifact that the visco-elastic means (121 and 
122) are integrated or ienclosed within mechanic structures (110, 112, 114, 115, 
1 16) thus protected against the environment of the human body, which avoids the 
formation of fibers that codd disturb the operations of the device (1). 

7. (currently amended) Device for flexible inter- vertebral linking (1) according to 
one of claims l?-4 «^-6H:haracterized in that the means (112) is a mechanic 
Structure having an orifice (119) large enougji for enabling a clearance of the rod 
(11) and for there being a functional allowance between the plate (113) and the 
hollow of the means (114), the said means thus providing that the device operate 
in teiisipn/cpmpression and flexion. 
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8. (currently amended) Device for flexible intervertebral linking (1) according to 
enc of claims 1 te- 4 characterized in that the means (1 15) is equipped ^yith thread 
(117) and comprises a cap. (1 15c) whose orifice (119) is adjusted to the diameter 
of the rod (HQ), being extended by a guiding rod (115a), which enable to the 
device (1) to pperate.only in the compression mode. 

9. (currently amended) Device for flexible; intervertebral linking (1) according to 
ene-ef the foregoing claims I characterized in that the means (114) has a bore 
(li4a) enabling guidance without excessive friction of the rod (110) in the said 
means (114), 

10. (currently amended) Device for flexible intervertebral linking (1) according to 
OQC of the foregoing claims i characterized in that the diameter of the visco-elastic 
centering rings (121 and 122) is adjusted freely in order to enable them to 
compress up to a stress; threshold corresponding to the contact with the bore (114a) 
of the means (114). 

i l. (currently amended). Device for flexible intervertebrial linking (1) according to 
one of the foregoing claims 1 characterized in that the visco-elastic means (141 
and 142) are a cylinder and a ring respectively, having an inclined face, enabling 
thus, thanks to the combination of the set of means (12) with the eccentric orifice 
(119), that there should be obtained clearances and a damping of the rod following 
an axis which forms an angle with the rod (131). 

12. (currently amended) Device for iflexible intervertebral linking (1) according to 
one of the foregoing claims i characterized in that the orifice: (119) of Ihe set of 
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rigid means (11) enables to limit or to prevent the clearance of the rod (1 10), 
determining thus that the device 1 should operate, in the desired directions. 



In the Abstract; 

Attached to this Pre-Amendment is an Abstact of the liiveotioni Flease 
insert this Abstract on the page winch iiriitiediately pie-cedes the drawings. 

In the Specification; 

On page 2, between lines 16 and 17, please insert the subtitle -SUMMARY 
OF THE INVENTION— . 

On thetop of page 3, replace the subtitle "DESeRlPTlON" with -BRIEF 
DESCRIPTION OF TME DRAWINGS--. 

On page 3, between lines 21 and 22, please insert the subtitle -DETAILED 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMB0DIMENT(3)>- 

Ctoncluslon . 

Applicant respectfully submits that the daims, a& amended, are now in 
condition for allowaince. No new matter has been entered by this aiiiertdinent. 
Any limitations to the claims are made solely for the purpose of expediting the 
prosecution of the application and, unless otherwise expressly stated, are not made 
to narrow, vis-r-vis the prior art, the scope of protection which any subsequently 
issuing patent might afford. Again, if the Examiner has further questions, he is 
invited to cdntact the undersigned at phone 011-4122^747-7849, fax at 011-4122- 
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347-7i887 (Geneva is 6 hours ahead of Eastern Std Time), r e-maU at 
iiittietteli@eiiiail.com. 

The Undeisigoed authorizes the Commissioner to charge any fee or credit 
any overpayment of any fee under 37 CFR §116 and §1.17 whidi may be 
required in this appUcation to the deposit account of MOETTEU & J^OCIES 
SARL, ho. 50-2621. 

Respectfully subinitt< 




phnVMOEITEIJ 
jS. Reg. No; 35^9 



Enclosure: replacement ahstiact 



